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PHILIPP SICKMANN
SCRIPTWRITER

For the longest time, Philipp Sickmann, born in 1986, has 
been trying not to become a writer. His childhood in a 
Düsseldorf suburb was appropriately tranquil. Enough so 
that he began writing comics with his brother, or enacting 
short sketches with plush animals. His brother should 
also remain his only audience for a while.

Creative writing became a hobby in his youth. Philipp 
made short stories, poems and short movies for the dra-
wer in his free time. In “real life” he completed the obst-
acle course of the modern Millennial: B.A. in German and 
Psychology (2009), M.A. in Linguistics (2013), including a 
year abroad in the venerable Harry Potter atmosphere of 
Cambridge, UK. What followed was some volunteer work 
and an absurd number of internships for publishers, print 
and online. At least it wore him out enough to purge the 
idea of making a living as a journalist from his mind.

After all that time the thought of becoming a screenwriter 
seemed less outlandish. Why not make movies? Become 
a „creative“? With this Hail Mary approach, he applied for 
the advanced screenwriting program at Filmakademie 
Baden—Württemberg in 2015. Here Philipp got to know 
likeminded lunatics, and ended up writing and developing 
stories for film and television together with them. His di-
ploma, like any major German construction project, got 
delayed several times until he eventually finished it in July 
2020.  Multiple assignments for crime, drama, comedy 
and sci-fi shows followed.

Today Philipp Sickmann is working in Berlin as a freelan-
ce journalist. And writer.
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FILMOGRAPHY - PHILIPP SICKMANN

2022 F*CKING OLD (WT)
 SERIES | COMEDY | DRIFE FILMPRODUKTION  (series concept, unproduced)

2020 THE SPILL (WT)
 FEATURE FILM | SCIFI-CRIME | FILMAKADEMIE BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERUG  
 (screenplay, unproduced)

2019 NEXT LIVES (WT)
 SERIES | MYSTERY | HANDWRITTEN PICTURES (exposé, unproduced)

 ISDAL WOMAN (WT)
 SERIES | ESPIONAGE THRILLER | HANDWRITTEN PICTURES (treatment, unproduced)

2018 HIDEOUT (WT)
 FEATURE FILM | ACTION-THRILLER | HANDWRITTEN PICTURES (exposé, unproduced)

2017 KRESS
 FEATURE FILM | COMEDY | HANDWRITTEN PICTURES (screenplay, unproduced)

 HINTER GLAS (BEHIND GLASS)
 SHORT FILM | 8‘ | SCIFI-DRAMA | ATELIER LUDWIGSBURG-PARIS (screenplay)
 Short Film Program 51. Hof International Film Festival

 
2013 PARTNER
 SHORT FILM | 5‘ | FANTASY | RED 5 STUDIOS (screenplay & co-production)

OTHER ACTIVITIES

2017 GERMAN PRESS AGENCY
 temporary staff content management and proofreading, Regioline - since 2017

2015 FREELANCE JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR
 e.g. Tagesspiegel, WASD, Screenplays & Exposés for film and TV,
 short stories - since 2015

2014 FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG GMBH
 trainee local newsroom FAZ
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